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Popularity of British garden products

results in return of exhibitors to spoga+gafa in 2011

British pavilion displays latest garden care, growing, water gardening, 

furniture and garden centre merchandising items

Garden and leisure product buyers from around the world have been attracted to the quality and innovative design of British-made products exhibited each year at spoga+gafa.  As a result, British companies continue to choose spoga+gafa to launch their new lines for the forthcoming season.  Among the companies in the British pavilion (organised and manned for the 39th time by the Gardenex export federation) are several regular exhibitors such as Bosmere Products which is making its 29th appearance, and Parasene attending for the 17th time.  Other exhibitors in the 21 strong group have exhibited several times in the past, while others are displaying their ranges for the first time.  Most of the exhibitors have new products on show.  In the growing sector, these include propagators, planters, plant support systems, raised beds and herb dryers.  Outdoor leisure items range from the latest garden furniture and patio awnings to infrared heaters.  Various water feature innovations, garden product storage buildings, garden centre merchandising displays and around 200 new garden care products illustrate the variety of British items available to overseas buyers.
For overseas buyers wishing to research and source the thousands of other UK garden, leisure and pet products, professional help can be obtained from the information stand housed in the British pavilion.  The stand is organised by Gardenex, the UK’s export federation for the British garden and leisure industry, and is manned by a team with wide experience in the exporting of UK products.  
The British exhibitors and their products are as follows:
Alexander Rose Ltd (Hall 2.2, Stand H-018) is showing its contemporary range of furniture manufactured from teak, textilene, glass, stainless steel, granite and viro weave.  It includes many designs that are suitable for indoor lobbies and conservatories and several options to ‘mix and match’.  There is also a traditional range of furniture manufactured from fsc teak, mahogany, karri and pine.  Completely new at the fair is the Manilla range of open viro weave furniture and the New England range of white FSC wooden benches.  Alexander Rose’s largest market is Germany where the company sells direct to retailers via a network of sales agents.  
 Bosmere Products Ltd (Hall 9.1, Stand C-040) is introducing 131 new products for the 2012 season and these are on show at spoga+gafa for the first time.  The latest introductions include 19 modular garden furniture covers, a full range of gardening gloves and eight winter care products.  Bosmere’s extensive range of Garden Care products includes four ranges of barbecue and garden furniture covers, garden bags and sheets.  The company’s Garden Helpers range comprises such items as plant labels, pens, padlocks, strimmer lines and many more.  There is also a Propagation Range and a Christmas and Winter Range providing items such as salt spreaders and snow shovels.  A Colours Range comprises scoops, trugs, buckets and watering cans.  2011 will be the 29th time that Bosmere Products has exhibited at spoga+gafa, and the company now exports to over 23 countries.   
Burgon & Ball (Hall 6.1, Stand D-036) is a leading designer and manufacturer of quality garden tools and highly practical gardening items to help in the growing and harvesting of homegrown produce.  One of the new products being shown for the first time at spoga+gafa is Verti-Plant™, which enables outdoor walls and fences to be put into productive use to create a wall of flowers, salads and herbs.  They provide an effective growing space for 16 flower, herb or salad plants.  There is also a KNEELO ultra-cushion kneeler with memory foam technology.  The cushion is comfortable, practical, lightweight and easy to carry and allows the user to work in cushioned comfort for prolonged periods of time.  Another new range is called ‘Sophie Conran for Burgon & Ball’, which is a beautifully designed and presented selection of garden products for the discerning gardener.  Burgon & Ball is seeking to appoint distributors within Europe while at the trade fair. 
Earthmaker (Hall 9.1, Stand D-044) is showing its organic waste processor (compost maker) that works faster than traditional bins and is cleaner and easier to use.  In the patented Earthmaker design, three chambers are stacked on top of each other so that fresh organic waste can be fed into the top chamber at any time; mature compost is totally separate in the lowest chamber with gravity doing all the hard work of moving organic waste down through the chambers.  Following last year’s attendance at spoga+gafa, the company appointed distributors in several European countries and is now seeking further representation in Germany, Belgium, France and Holland.  A sister company, Earthmaker Europe Ltd., has been established to provide support to retailers and distributors in the northern hemisphere.

Festive Lights Ltd (DRi Box) (Hall 9.1, Stand D-046) is showing its range of DRi BOX that enables outdoor electrical connections to be housed safely.  The product is easily opened and closed with a simple clamp mechanism, and once closed it is both watertight and dustproof to an IP55 rating.  The 3 sizes available have been designed to accommodate all sizes and types of extension leads, sockets and reel cassettes up to 15m.  The two larger models can cater for medium to large transformers, controllers, circuit breakers and spare cables.  The smallest size is being launched at spoga+gafa following customer demand for a small unit.  Although designed for a single connection, the 200 retains the unique simple design carried through the DRi BOX range.  One German based catalogue company is experiencing great success with the DRi BOX 330, and Festive Lights is now seeking key distributors in the home and garden sector that deals in Christmas lighting. 
Fynzi (Hall 9.1, Stand E-038) is a wholesale and distribution company for four exclusive brands.  New products are colour-changing sphere and bubble wall water features that are being added to the Ambienté range of fountains and water features.  There is also Kookaburra, comprising a collection of shade sails that are available in 13 different colours and six sizes.  The shade sail is a modern version of a patio awning or gazebo, which is both waterproof and independently tested for maximum UV protection.  The Pestbye brand includes a range of products that offer humane solutions to pest control.  The final brand is Warmawear, a heated clothing range that has been developed to gently circulate heat around the body by concentrating mainly on the extremities of the body to improve the ambient temperature of the body.  Warmawear uses the latest battery technology, and offers important benefits for people who suffer from circulation problems as well as being ideal products for all outdoor pursuits. 
Gardenskill Ltd (Hall 9.1, Stand C-044) is one of the leading UK innovators of garden products.  The company has created a large range of adaptable fruit and vegetable cages based on the ‘Build-a-Ball’ design.  In addition, the company has developed a comprehensive range of pop-up fruit cages, cloches and polyhouses, plus innovative poly and net tunnels that use carbon fibre rod technology.  Completely new for the fair is a raised bed system made from green twin-walled uPVC panels that are easily assembled to form single, double or treble height beds.  Gardenskill is also showing a wide range of anti-pest products. 
The company is seeking new distributors and mail-order customers in the main European and US markets. 
Gardenex - The Federation of Garden & Leisure Manufacturers Ltd (Hall 9.1, Stand C-042) is celebrating 50 years of providing export services to British garden and leisure product manufacturers and UK product sourcing services to overseas buyers.  The Federation has extensive experience of the product and supplier requirements in worldwide garden and leisure markets, including Germany, one of the UK’s most important markets.  It is the 39th time that the federation has organised a British group of companies at spoga+gafa, where it will be providing a comprehensive package of support, advice, publicity and promotion for the British group and a free supplier and product sourcing service for international buyers.  PetQuip, a sister division of the Federation provides similar export services to UK pet care product companies and to international buyers.
Garland Products (Hall 9.1, Stand D-041) specialises in the manufacture of plastic injection moulded products for the keen amateur gardener.  Products range from seed starting products through to growing and watering systems to care for plants through to the final crop.  There has been consistent investment in new machinery over recent years with the company now operating more than 30 injection mould machines up to a capacity of 1500 tonnes.  Recycled material is used wherever possible.  Included in the product range is a large selection of horticultural trays up to 1.2 metre square.  Newly designed seed propagators, including the XL High Dome Propagator, are to be shown in Germany for the first time, as well as new products aimed at tomato growers.  Garland also manufactures a range of raised garden beds as well as vegetable growing and watering systems.  Sales have grown significantly over the last 2 years with the appointment of Grow In AG as the company’s exclusive German distributor.  Garland is exhibiting at spoga+gafa for the sixth time.  
Haws Watering Cans (Hall 9.1, Stand D-043) has specialised in the manufacture of quality metal and plastic indoor and outdoor watering cans since 1886, and is exhibiting its professional and traditional range of watering cans.  Haws’ metal cans are produced from steel sheet which is then rolled, formed, hot dip galvanized and powder coated. New at the show are a 5 litre (1 gallon) metal traditional watering can and a new seed, feed and bulb tin.  A new range of colours is also being introduced to its can range.  The company also sells steel gift vases and jugs.  Haws has a thriving trade in the German market which has grown partly as a result of the company exhibiting at spoga+gafa fairs for the past seven years.  
HSP Garden Buildings Ltd (Hall 6.1, Stand B-047) is showing its range of quality arbours, gazebos, summerhouses and bespoke garden structures.  The company specialises in the use of traditional materials mixed with modern manufacturing methods and processes to produce items of high quality and longevity.  All HSP designs take inspiration from classic designs, drawing from the best of Victorian and Edwardian designs.  The colour and roof styles of each product can be tailored to suit surroundings. HSP has traded in the German and other European markets for over 10 years.
Motif Design - Heatmaster (Hall 5.1, Stand D-061) is showing its popular range of Heatmaster branded, electric, short-wave, infrared heaters for all outdoor, domestic and commercial applications.  Heatmaster short-wave, infrared heaters are available in umbrella mounted, wall mounted or free standing portable configurations.  Heaters range from 1kW to 5kW outputs and in technical configurations suitable for all countries and voltages.  New at spoga+gafa are Ultra and Slimline Super heaters and a new ‘White Range’.  Motif Design has models that are suitable for providing heat on patios, offices, workshops, retail outlets or for large buildings including churches and marquees. 
Nether Wallop Trading (Hall 9.1, Stand C-046a) is the designer and producer of the original and bestselling Paper Potter.  The company has developed a number of imaginative tools for eco-friendly gardeners of every age and experience plus decorative and unusual finials for protecting fence posts, harvesting and storage kits for garden produce as well as practical accessories for sustainable living in the 21st Century.  New product launches include a herb dryer that is designed to accommodate homegrown and foraged produce such as herbs, seeds, chillies or mushrooms etc.  The dryer is easy to use and store, and can be used year after year.  The product is made from salvaged wood and unbleached cotton sheets.  Nether Wallop has been supplying the German market since 2008 and is exhibiting for the third time at spoga+gafa.
Parasene (Hall 9.1, Stand D-045) is exhibiting its extensive range of specialised garden products for the amateur gardener.  The main products are wheelbarrows, electric and non-electric seed starting systems, greenhouse heaters, gas-operated weed burners, cloches, award-winning pop-up greenhouses, grow houses, raised beds, plus a garden roller, lawn aerator and lawn scarifier.  Parasene is exhibiting at spoga+gafa for the 17th time and enjoys considerable success in the German market, particularly in the mail order sector.  The company, which is a division of H & E Knowles (Lye) Ltd, is now seeking to expand its business in Germany and other markets.

Solus Garden & Leisure (Hall 9.1, Stand E-045) is showing its extensive range of garden products, including tools, decorative items, leisure items, aquatics, birdcare and children’s garden tools and clothing.  New launches at the show comprise indoor and outdoor clocks, Bentley Apprentice tools, Chapelwood Birdcare hardware and Flourish ladies’ tools.  Other market leading brands from Solus are Yeoman, Botanico, Adorn décor, Bermuda aquatics, Camelot and Revolution leisure.  The company was voted the Garden Industry Manufacturers Association ‘supplier of the year’ in 2010, and in same year won the Garden Centre Association ‘supplier of the year’.  Products from Solus are sold in over 35 countries, and the company is now seeking to further expand its distributor network.
Stagecraft Display Ltd (Hall 9.1, Stand C-046) is a leading garden centre merchandising and retail display equipment producer.  At spoga+gafa, the company is introducing a new range of plant display benches.  Also on show are retail plant displays, which comprise: pressure treated timber benches and merchandisers for all plants and pots retailed in the garden centre; multi-tiered units for bedding plants and terracotta ware; and rectangular and hexagonal benches for herbaceous with specialist units for trees.  There are also hanging baskets, water plants, compost, interior display units, shopfitting items, gift tables and display cubes, gondolas and wall units for both plant and furniture accessories and food hall and farm shop displays. 
Strata Products Ltd (Hall 9.1, Stand C-048/D-049) is one of the UK’s leading suppliers of watering cans, water butts, compost bins and planters.  Among its exhibits at spoga+gafa are new 28cm and 38cm
blow-moulded planters in green and terracotta colours.  The company’s range of other items on show includes three sizes of water butts from a 100 litre slimline butt, ideal for the smaller garden, up to a 210 litre capacity suitable for a larger garden, plus a decorative oakwood water butt with matching composter.  Also on show is a full complement of watering cans ranging from 1 litre to 10 litres which includes the durable, robust, contemporary design Ward can.  In addition the company is displaying a range of garden accessories such as composters, seed trays, kneelers, sieves, trugs, buckets and tuff tubs plus a variety of decorative and functional pots, saucers and planters.
STV International Ltd (Hall 9.1, Stand E-053) is showing its leading brand of effective control of rodent pests known as The Big Cheese.  The comprehensive range includes ‘catch and kill’ and live catch traps, as well as rodenticide baits, bait stations and ultrasonic deterrents.  Also on show is the Defenders range that provides for the caring control of pets, squirrels, moles, cats, dogs, deer and birds in outdoor areas.  The range includes sonic deterrents, live capture cage traps and decoy bird and animal predator species.  New at the fair is a Defenders Natural Actives product range, comprising effective animal repellents with natural active ingredients.  STV is targeting new distributors and stockist across Europe.
Textice Ltd (Babyllon Garden Products) (Hall 9.1, D-041a) is launching a new Babyllon range of plant supports to the European market for the first time.  These comprise Twisters™ plant support systems and Spirals. Twisters are designed to be wound into the soil, then pegged down and extended by dropping a locating prong into the top of a cane.  The product is ideal for all climbing flowers, fruit and vegetables or for use in pots.  Spirals are for supporting established plants regardless of their height or size, making them ideal for peonies, poppies and delphiniums.  Another product is Big Moss, which is a top quality sphagnum moss that holds up to 20 times its own weight in water.  It re-hydrates in minutes and can be used in containers and as mulch.  There are also Secure plant pot hangers, which are a mechanism for making a wall of flowers using existing pots.  The multi-use hanger secures all sizes of pots up to 10Kg/22lb, and can be used to hide unsightly pipes or to secure window boxes. 
Trimetals Ltd (Hall 9.1, Stand E-030) is one of Europe’s leading manufacturers of quality metal garden sheds and stores, having sold over 100,000 garden buildings in the UK alone.  The company manufactures a wide range of quality metal garden sheds and stores, in addition to specialist storage products such as bicycle stores and motorcycle garages.  Products are produced from PVC coated galvanized steel panels which are guaranteed against corrosion for 25 years, are maintenance free and fire resistant.  Eight different sizes of apex and pent roof sheds are available.  A new product being shown for the first time is the Sesame garden unit, which is for storing items such as barbecues, lawnmowers and bicycles.  Trimetals’ distributor in Germany is Tepro, Garten GmbH, Rodermark.
VegTrug (Hall 9.1, Stand D-047) is exhibiting its raised bed vegetable growing system that enables anyone to grow their own vegetables in the smallest of spaces, including balconies.  A new medium (1.8m) model is being launched at the fair to add to the current large (2m) and small (1m) versions.  All are available in both natural wood and painted finishes.  The company also provides full growing instructions to the end user.  Also new at spoga+gafa is a range of greenhouse frames and covers.  VegTrug is distributed in Germany by Takasho Europe GmbH and is listed in the Beckmann catalogue and sold through a number of German retailers.  The product is now sold in 15 countries and the company is interested in appointing distributors for various European countries. 
The Amazing Waspinator (Hall 9.1, Stand E-049) is a patented, eco friendly and wasp friendly wasp repellent system.  It will not harm or kill wasps, and does not use chemicals or poisons.  The product is hung in the required area and lasts all season without requiring any maintenance.  Waspinator is portable and can be used in the garden, on picnics or on camping and caravanning sites and is ideal for outdoor areas such as cafés, restaurants, bars and beer gardens.  Waspinator supplies all the main UK garden centre chains and many independent garden centres and hardware stores and has proved to be a best selling product for leading garden centre groups. 
British Equestrian Products

Parallel to spoga+gafa, the International Trade Fair for Equestrian Sports (spoga horse 2011) is being held in the Cologne Exhibition Center.  International buyers who are interested in UK equestrian related products will find these in the British pavilion being manned by the UK equestrian trade association BETA, which is located in Hall 04.1, Stand Number B108.   BETA offers advice and information to buyers, as Gardenex does for gardening and leisure products.
For further information on the British exhibitors or Gardenex, the trade association that works on behalf of British companies to help them increase sales worldwide, 

telephone:  +44 (0) 44 1959 565995   or   fax:  +44 (0) 1959 565885

Email:  info@gardenex.com  or visit the Gardenex website on  www.gardenex.com
For further press information contact Peter Evers (Gardenex PR consultant)   

tel: + 44 (0) 1543 491496               e-mail:news@internationalgardening.com
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